Validity of routinely collected hospital admissions data on diabetes.
Data from the clinical records of patients known to have diabetes and admitted to hospital in North West London, Cambridge or Newcastle were compared with data on the same admissions taken from the system responsible for recording information on all acute hospital admissions (Hospital Activity Analysis). In 89 out of 751 admissions (12%), either the sex, date of birth or marital status of the patient was incorrectly recorded. The diagnosis of diabetes was omitted in 32 (10%) of 315 admissions in which diabetes or a complication of diabetes was regarded as the principal cause of admission and in 12 (23%) out of 53 in which the principal cause was closely related to diabetes. These included cases in which the diagnosis had not been stated (by the clinician) on the discharge summary (the source document for Hospital Activity Analysis) as well as instances in which the coding clerk had failed to record the diagnosis. The validity of information collected on hospital admissions is dependent on the presentation of data by the clinician to the coding clerk. There may be a lack of awareness of the importance of the clinical discharge summary as a source document for such systems.